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The Way Ahead
Since writing the editorial for the March
Waymark we have held our AGM. I am
pleased to report that those in acting roles
have been confirmed in post and that we now
have a full complement of officers. However,
we do still need an Honorary Secretary willing
to take on the full role for the long term. Let
me know if you think you can.
At the AGM we also decided that members
should be given the chance to let us know
what they want from our Society. The
numbers participating in activities has declined
and is of concern. This may be partly due to
Covid but you may have other reasons, what
do you want?
The Main Hall at Greyfriars has been booked
for this purpose on the evening of Monday 4th
July. I hope some of you will come along at
7.30pm to give your thoughts/views and to
celebrate what we have achieved to date. We
will provide a glass of wine or a soft drink and
a few nibbles. It will also an opportunity to
meet up with friends. Covid and lockdowns
reduced such opportunities. Please book with
me by Wednesday 29th June.

If you have any photos or other memorabilia,
please bring them along. There will be tables
where you can display your items.
One of our achievements has been the
establishment of the Avon Valley Footpath in
May 30 years ago. To commemorate this, we
are walking the whole path in sections during
2022. On the 22nd May we walked from
Downton to Fordingbridge and at our lunch
break in Godshill we stopped to celebrate this
achievement.
I have recently written and spoken about the
Habitat Regulations of Natural England which
are being implemented by Forestry England.
The good news is that for the moment as an
organised walking group we may continue to
walk on the heathland of the New Forest. It is
very important that we avoid the sites
favoured by ground nesting birds and that we
keep to robust tracks. Further details can be
found on the Forestry England website.
Ruth

Path News
There is little to report this month. The recently
appointed Senior Ranger, Bradley, has left
Rights of Way South and there are now three
vacancies to be filled. This means that little
action has been taken on any of the Rights of
Way in our parishes.

Once the new system is in place surveyors will
have a tablet to take with them on the surveys
on which they can take photographs and make
notes. These will be automatically transferred
to the HCC reporting system along with the
precise position of the problem or item of
A number of trees have been brought down in furniture. This should make surveying much
the high winds we have experienced in the last easier and eliminate the many hours spent
few months and the majority of them have been trying to correlate and correct data from several
different sources.
cleared by the landowners.
The fact that we spent over 330 hours
surveying one parish last year has made us
come to the decision not to carry out further
surveys for HCC and Ramblers until the new
HCC reporting system, promised for later in the
year, is up and running and we have managed
to get a few of our volunteers trained to use it.

We will of course expect our members to
continue reporting any problems that they find
throughout the year and we will be asking some
members to check a few paths, but not to carry
out full surveys.
Kelvin Winch

From the Membership Secretary
We’re always delighted to welcome new members to the Society. So on Tuesday 12th July I’ll
be leading a walk around Fordingbridge looking at some of the historical sights in the town. If
you’ve not been on walk before, not joined us for a long time, or would like to bring a friend for a
‘taster’ evening, this is the walk to plan to join.
We’ll meet in the Car Park at the back of the CoOp at 6.30pm. Parking charges don’t apply after
6.00pm.
The walk will be no longer than three miles and we hope to finish with some refreshments. If
you’d like to know more or book a place on the walk please email me
at membership@rffs.org.uk or call me on 01425 654 977.
Tim Daykin

Members celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the Avon Valley Path at Castle Hill overlooking the
River Avon, with a lunch break whist completing the Dowton to Fordingbridge section of the AVP.
The AVP stretches for 34 miles from Salisbury to Christchurch Priory and the sea.

What do you want from the Ringwood & Fordingbridge Footpath Society?
Monday 4th July 2022 at 7.30pm
The Main Hall, Greyfriars, Ringwood BH24 1DW
Come and join us for wine/soft drinks and nibbles us to celebrate our Society and to
discuss the way forward.
Please bring along any photos and memorabilia that we can all share
Please book with Ruth on 01425 656360 or 07587143878 by Wednesday 29th June 2022
During our walk around the Edmondsham Estate in
May we enjoyed the rafts of Bluebells.
In March members walked along the foreshore near
Lepe Country Park.

Joy Tosdevin
Many of you will know that Joy has been unwell for some months. She died unexpectedly in
May. Joy joined our Society in 1988 and soon became very involved in all of our activities. She
went on walks and became a walk leader.
For 9 years from 2001-2010 she was Publicity Secretary. During this time she was a good sales
lady for our "Walk Leaflets", supplying leaflets to shops and pubs as well as to the Tourist
Information offices in Ringwood and Fordingbridge, and later returning to collect payment for any
sales. When the Honorary Treasurer role became vacant Joy changed to that role and filled it
from 2010-2014.
Joy remained very interested in all of our activities and attended Evening Meetings until about
2years ago. A good member of RFFS who will be missed.
Ruth Croker

SUMMER 2022 WALKS & EVENTS PROGRAMME
WALKERS:
Start times vary: please check for each walk.
You walk with us at your own risk and are responsible for your own health & safety issues.
If it is safe to do so, please arrange to share cars to minimise parking space used. Do not leave any items visible
and nothing of value in parked cars. Bring your own picnic lunch and drinks especially for the longer walks.
YOU MUST STILL BOOK WITH THE WALK LEADER BEFORE ATTENDING A WALK
We desperately need more volunteers to lead walks. Help and support will be provided. Please contact
Walks Secretary, Denise Chesterman on 01425479339/07816962999 or email denise@chesterman.co.uk

Wed
8th June
10.30am

Melbury Hill
Meet at Compton Abbas Airfield CP (SP5 5AP) for a walk to
Melbury Hill/ Fontmell Down. Hills, views to die for, a few stiles.
Airfield licensed cafe serves hot/cold drinks, snacks and lunches.
Book!

Sun
12th June
10.00am

Peter
01425839191
07985028536

Exp 118
ST892185
5 miles

Wimborne
Meet at Pamphill CP opposite the church for a circular walk alongside the Stour, returning through Wimborne. Gentle hills, a few
stiles and possibly wet in places. Bring lunch. Book!
Andrews Mare
Meet at Andrews Mare CP for a circular evening walk on forest
paths. Gentle hills, no stiles, one narrow stream to cross so a pole
may be useful. Book!
Milkham
Meet at Milkham CP. Walk along mixed forest paths, across
heathland and through Holly Hatch Inclosure to Cadman’s Pool,
returning across Ocknell Plain. Gentle inclines, no stiles. Book!
Hyde
Meet at CP opposite Hyde School for a gentle walk around Hyde
Common. Good views, a few gradients and no stiles. If you are
feeling sociable join us afterwards at a local pub. Book!

Bill
01425 480245
07709 180329

Exp 118
ST989007
8 miles

Jo and Denise
07969633830

OL22
SU255112
Approx
4.5 miles
OL22
SU21610
1
5 miles
OL22
SU169125
Approx
3 miles

Mon
4th July

Evening Social Event

Ruth
01425656360
07587143878

Thurs
7th July
10.00am

Hengistbury Head
Park and meet in Christchurch Riverlands CP £3.50 (BH6 4JX),
for a walk across the meadow to Hengistbury Head. We cross
through a nature reserve, sites of ancient settlements, the beach and
on to Mudeford Sandspit. Option to bring a picnic and eat together
near the visitor centre before returning to CP. Book!
Ibberton
Meet in Ibberton Village opposite The Crown. Most of the walk is
on Bridleways across open downland. 4 or 5 stiles and a couple of
steep hills. Some outstanding views. Bring lunch. Book!

Wed
15th June
6.30pm
Wed
22nd June
10.00am
Thurs
30th June
6.00pm

Sun
10th July
10.30am
Tues
12th July
6.30pm

Join us at Greyfriars for wine/soft drinks and nibbles to
celebrate our Society and to discuss the way forward.
See Waymark for details. Book by 29th June 2022.

Fordingbridge Town Walk
Meet in CP at back of Co-op (free after 6pm) for a walk around the
town looking at some of the historical sights. This is also a taster
walk for prospective new members. We hope to have refreshments
afterwards. Book!

Charlie
07951130863
Liz and Andy
01425472422

Marion
01425 477153
07786 825778

OL22
SZ153923
Approx
6 miles

Bill
01425 480245
07709 180329

Exp 117
ST788077
8 miles

Tim (and Ruth)
01425654977

OL22
SU147142
<3 miles

TO SUBMIT WALKS FOR THE NEXT PROGRAMME
We need more volunteer walk leaders. You will receive all the
support you need. See right for contact details.

Denise
01425479339/
07816962999

denise@
chesterman.
co.uk

Liz and Andy
01425472422

OL 22
SU222012
Approx
5 miles

Denise and Jo
01425479339
07816962999

Exp 131
SU349245
8 miles

Jo and Sue
07969633830

OL22
SU353094
5-6 miles

Di and Phil
01725510842
07749912816

Exp 130
SU037370
6 miles

Ruth & Denise
01425656360
07587143878

Exp 130
SU142295
8 miles

Pat and Julie
01425475973
07587058702

OL22
SU163082
3.5 miles

Ringwood
Meet in main CP by the clock. A short circular walk of Ringwood
taking in some of the historical and other interesting sites of the
town. NB It is planned to open up this walk to members of the
public to encourage membership. Possibly refreshments in
Greyfriars at the end. Book!
Cranborne
Meet at CP in front of the First School (BH21 5QB) for a walk
across rolling countryside towards Pentridge Down. Some hills and
good views. Bring lunch. Book!

Bill
01425 480245
07709 180329

OL22
SU147054
3 miles

Liz and Andy
01425472422

Exp 118
SU056133
Approx
7 miles

Peter
01425839191
07985028536
Ruth
01425656360
07587143878

Sun
4th Sept

Pentridge
Meet at Sillens Lane CP, Martin Down. Walk to Pentridge Village.
Hills, good views, stiles. Book!
Breamore
Park and meet near entrance to Breamore House Tea Rooms CP.
Please buy refreshments at tea rooms after walk.
A downland and village walk to the west of Breamore. Book!
AVP Ringwood to Christchurch
The final section! Details to follow on next programme.

Peter

Exp 118
SU058191
5-6 miles
OL22
SU152187
Approx
4 miles
10 miles

Thurs
8th Sept
6.00pm

Downton Circular Walk
Our final evening walk of the year. Details to follow on next
programme.

Di and Phil

3.5 miles

TIME
Thurs
21st July
10.00am
Sun
24th July
10.30am

Wed
27th July
10.00am
Thurs
4th Aug
10.00am

Sun
7th Aug
Approx
10.30am

Tues
9th Aug
6.30pm
Wed
17th Aug
6.15pm

Sunday
21st Aug
10.30am
Wed
24th Aug
10.00am
Thurs
1st Sept
1.30pm

Holmsley
Meet at Holmsley CP, Holmsley Passage, for a walk across
heathland and along woodland tracks returning through Holmsley
Inclosure. Some gradients but no steep hills or stiles. Limited
parking so car share if it is safe to do so. Book!
Test Valley Tour
Meet in Timsbury lay-by on A3057 next to old village hall. A
beautiful, varied and interesting walk crossing and recrossing the
River Test with excellent views of the Test Valley. Our walk
includes The Test Way, water meadows and crosses Mottisfont
Estate. Small amount of quiet road walking, some undulations and
a couple of stiles. Bring lunch. Book!
Deerleap
Meet in CP for a walk on forest paths. Possibly muddy in patches.
Dogs welcome but on leads in bird nesting areas. Book!
Hanging Langford
Meet at Langford Lakes CP (SP3 4PA) for a walk along the River
Wylye. We then cross over the railway for a steady walk up to
stunning views and the remains of the old Iron Age, East Castle.
We walk around Grovely Wood following some of an old Roman
Road and then back down to the village. Refreshments available at
Langford Lakes Cafe at the nature reserve. Book!
AVP Salisbury to Downton
Meet outside the main tourist entrance to Salisbury Cathedral to
commence our 3rd section of the AVP. There is an X3 bus service
from the south which arrives in the city center at 10.30am. It is best
to get off 2 stops before, nearer the cathedral. Bring lunch. Book!
Annual Trig Point Walk
Meet at Moyles Court Sand Pit CP for a walk to our adopted Trig
Point on Whitefield Plantation where we will enjoy a free glass of
wine. You are welcome to bring light refreshments. Book!

